
Richard Giller serves as head of the Insurance Recovery and Counseling practice group at Greenspoon Marder LLP. He
concentrates his practice on recovering insurance benefits from insurance companies on behalf of his institutional and
individual professional athlete clients. With over 39 years of experience, Mr. Giller develops litigation strategies for complex
insurance and commercial disputes. He has represented policyholders all over the U.S. and has successfully secured
hundreds of millions of dollars in defense costs, settlements, and indemnity payments on behalf of his clients.

Besides advising Fortune 500 clients, Mr. Giller is one of the most recognized sports insurance recovery attorneys in the
country and is responsible for creating the athlete disability insurance recovery practice niche out of whole cloth. He
represents collegiate and professional athletes, professional sports teams and leagues, and entertainers in securing
payouts under various insurance products including permanent total disability (PTD), temporary total disability (TTD), loss-
of-value (LOV), and critical injury (CII) insurance claims. His clients have included athletes such as NBA All-Star Isaiah
Thomas, MLB All-Star Walker Buehler, and NFL Super Bowl Champion Jay Ajayi, along with a host of others. Mr. Giller is
also a thought leader in the area of sports insurance and Name, Image and Likeness (NIL), and currently represents
several NIL collectives. In addition, he has successfully obtained recoveries under event cancellation insurance, cast and
crew insurance, and other entertainment-related insurance policies and coverages.

Mr. Giller was one of only five lawyers in the country to be selected as a Law360 MVP in Insurance for 2023 and he was
among the select group of recipients of the 2022 West Trailblazer Award from The American Lawyer magazine. He was
also named one of the “Top 50 Attorneys for Los Angeles” for 2022 by Attorney Intel and, for the past several years, he
has been recognized by U.S. News and World Report’s "Best Lawyers in America" guide for insurance litigation and, for
the 2023 edition, for insurance law generally.

As a seasoned litigator, Mr. Giller has substantial experience defending complex product liability cases, representing
clients in environmental litigation, and handling toxic tort matters. He has also tried several civil and commercial matters in
state and federal courts, taking cases through arbitration and mediation. In addition, Mr. Giller has extensive appellate
experience, including numerous appearances before several California Courts of Appeals, the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals, the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals, and the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, as well as authoring several
amicus briefs filed with the California Supreme Court concerning significant insurance issues.
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U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit

U.S. District Court for the Central District of California

U.S. District Court for the Southern District of California

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California

Education

J.D., Southwestern University School of Law, cum laude (Top 5%), 1984

B.A., College of the Holy Cross, History, 1981

Practice Areas

Insurance Recovery & Counseling

Corporate

Entertainment & Sports

Litigation

Innovation & Technology

Representative Experience

Secured over $120 million in defense and indemnity payments from an insurer on behalf of a Fortune 500 client in a Qui Tam action

involving over a dozen written court opinions.

Successfully sued parent insurance company for bad faith and breach of fiduciary duties in connection with the sale of a life insurance

subsidiary to buyer known for denying claims.

Secured millions of dollars in payouts on behalf of MLB, NBA, NFL and NHL players under permanent disability and loss-of-value

insurance policies.

Crafted cost-of-insurance nationwide class action complaint involving hundreds of thousands of potential class plaintiffs arising out of

employer provided universal life policies.

Secured $20 million in insurance coverage from Environmental, D&O, P&C and Business Interruption insurers, in a case involving

criminal indictments and proceedings.

Professional and Community Involvement

Sports Lawyers Association, Member

Law360 Insurance Authority Specialty Lines Editorial Advisory Board, Member

Speaking Engagements

Featured Speaker, "Unraveling the Shohei Ohtani Interpreter Scandal & Its Intersection with Sports, Insurance & Immigration,"

Webinar, May 21, 2024

Featured Panelist, Collegiate Sports Roundtable, Webinar, UBS, April 22, 2024

Featured Speaker, Emerging Issues in Sports Law - Sports Injury Management, Texas State Bar CLE, April 12, 2024

Co-Presenter, "The Current State of College Athletics and NIL," LinkedIn Live, March 25, 2024

Guest Lecturer, "Sports Insurance," Sports Law Class at Florida International University School of Law, November 2, 2023

Speaker, "Rise in Injuries Highlights Athletes’ Insurance Needs," AM Best TV, October 4, 2023

Featured Speaker, "Opportunities and Challenges Protecting the Student-Athlete and the Institution While Prospering in the World of

Sports," The Maryland General Assembly and Delegate Darryl Barnes on Name Image Likeness (NIL) at Bowie State University,

February 11, 2023

Featured Panelist, The Business of Sport in Insurance, 2022 NAAIA National Conference, October 7, 2022

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrMEbGLZOT0
https://web.cvent.com/event/3293abaa-b896-4400-a956-6b33c2469813/websitePage:8007b76d-5aa9-4282-b55a-0b8d97e350a8


Appeared as a guest on the Under Those Lights podcast with Thomas Hilliard discussing the loss of value policy and the fight to get

you paid, May 11, 2022

Featured Panelist, Year in Review: COVID-19 Business Interruption Insurance Cases Involving Professional Sports, as part of the

Technotainment 2021: Distributing Content Across Multiple Platforms webinar, put on by the Praticising Law Institute (PLI),

September 17, 2021

Featured Panelist, Sports Organization Legal Challenges and Opportunities Arising from the COVID-19 Pandemic, at the Sports

Lawyers Association 2021 Annual Conference, May 18, 2021

Featured guest on the LEAD1 Angle Podcast hosted by former NBA star and LEAD1 Association President, Tom

McMillen, discussing College Sports Insurance Issues Including NIL Insurance Coverages, April 6, 2021

Featured Panelist, COVID-19 Related Emerging Lawsuits and Liability Issues, at the Global Security Exchange Plus (GSX+)

conference put on by ASIS International, September 24, 2020

Interviewed by former NFL lineman, Ross Tucker, for the highly rated Ross Tucker Football Podcast, discussing athlete disability

insurance, August 10, 2020

Featured Panelist, COVID-19 Legal Issues and Considerations, sponsored by the National Center for Spectator Sports Safety and

Security and The University of Southern Mississippi, June 11, 2020

Featured on the Trustees and Presidents – Opportunities and Challenges with Intercollegiate Athletics Podcast hosted by Drexel

University Associate Professor Karen Weaver, discussing Liability and Lawsuits: What to Know in the COVID-19 Era. (June 10,

2020).

Appeared as a guest on the Halforf & Brough Canadian sports radio show (TSN 1040) discussing sports insurance for COVID-19

sports claims, June 1, 2020

Featured Panelist, along with Congresswoman Donna Shalala, and LEAD1 Association President Tom McMillen: Survive and

Advance: Understanding the Legal and Cultural Impacts of COVID-19 on College Sports, a webinar sponsored by Pillsbury and

LEAD1. (May 27, 2020).

Featured on The Business of Sports Podcast hosted by former Vice President and General Counsel of the Green Bay Packers,

Andrew Brandt, discussing sports insurance and insurance for COVID-19 sports losses. (March 25, 2020).

Guest Lecturer: Sports and Event Cancellation Insurance for COVID-19 Sports Losses presented to the Business of Professional

Sports class at Villanova University’s School of Law, March 24, 2020

Featured on the Sports360 Podcast hosted by former MLB Players Association Assistant General Counsel Jeff Fannell on Insurance

for COVID-19 Losses, March 16, 2020

Featured guest on HBCU Gameday discussing California’s Fair Pay to Play Act. (November 6, 2019).

Guest Lecturer: An Introduction to Property, Auto and Disability Insurance, UCLA Anderson School for Management of Enterprise in

Media, Entertainment, and Sports, July 10, 2019

Guest Lecturer: Who’s Looking Out for Student Athletes, Summer Classroom Series presented by Pepperdine University’s Institute

for Entertainment, Media, Sports, and Culture and the California Lawyers Association, July 10, 2019

Featured Panelist, Breaking a Leg Without Breaking the Bank: A Primer on Insurance Vehicles for Athletes, at City National Bank’s

second annual Pro Sports Business Management Summit, May 9, 2019

Guest Lecturer: Insuring Against Missed Opportunities: The Athlete and Loss of Value Insurance, USC Leventhal School of

Accounting, Risk Management Program, March 21, 2019

Participated in a 40+ minute interview with Jonathan Yates of www.CollegeAd.com. The Culture of Sports: Richard Giller Discusses

Student-Athletes Insurance, February 1, 2019

Recognitions

Best Lawyers®, “The Best Lawyers in America,” Insurance Law, Litigation Insurance, 2024-2025

U.S. News and World Report, “The Best Lawyers in America,” Insurance Law, 2023

U.S. News and World Report, “The Best Lawyers in America,” Litigation Insurance, 2021-2023

College of the Holy Cross Lawyers Association, "Distinguished Service Award," 2023

Law360, “MVP Awards,” Insurance Law, 2023

The American Lawyer, "West Trailblazer," 2022

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-9-loss-of-value-policy-and-the-fight-to-get-you-paid/id1505904299?i=1000560307102
https://www.sportslaw.org/conferences/2021conf/agenda/index.cfm
https://www.podcastone.com/episode/Richard-Giller---Insurance-for-Football-Players
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rp_1oLf1VPM
https://podbay.fm/podcast/1489877244/e/1591851600
http://www.podcastone.com/episode/Richard-Giller---Sports-Insurance-Recovery-Attorney
https://soundcloud.com/sports360/coronavirus-and-insurance-claims-with-richard-giller-esq-s2-e23
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6598217148953350144/


Attorney Intel, "Top 50 Attorneys of Los Angeles," 2022

Los Angeles Business Journal, “Los Angeles Entertainment and Sports Law Attorney of the Year,” Finalist, 2017

Super Lawyers magazine, “Southern California Rising Stars,” 2010-2011, 2014-2015

Publications

Co-Author, "The Impact of Monetizing NIL on the Transfer Portal," Lead1 Association, May 2023

Co-author, "Nearly Half of the Country Allows NIL Deals at the High School Level – Why it Should Matter to Colleges and Universities

," Lead1 Association, January 11, 2023

Author, The Need For Student Athletes to Insure Their Current and Future Earnings, LEAD1 NIL Institutional Report, August-

September, 2022

Author, "How One Player’s NFL Draft Could Alter the College Football Playoff System," Sportico, April 28, 2022

Author, “Op-Ed: Why College Athletes’ Decision To Opt-Out Of Play-Offs Games Should Be Respected?” LawInSport, January 9,

2022

Co-author, How U.S. Courts Have Dealt With COVID-19 Business Interruption Insurance Cases Involving Pro Sports Teams, Law in

Sport, July 22, 2021

Co-author, The Need for Insurance Options to Protect NFTs, published in the Fintech, Insurance, IP, Media & Entertainment, Retail &

E-Commerce, Sports & Betting and Technology Law360 newsletters, July 12, 2021

The Far-Reaching Consequences of the California Court of Appeal’s Recent Opinion in McNair v. NCAA, Sports Litigation Alert,

February 26, 2021

Co-author, Insurers Should Stop Crying Wolf and Start Paying Valid COVID-19 Claims, published by com/AmLaw family of

publications, including the Texas Lawyer, November 11, 2020

Author, Liability Issues Related to the Return of College Football, Los Angeles Daily Journal, September 28, 2020

Author, Analyzing COVID-19 Liability Protections in the HEALS Act, Los Angeles Daily Journal and San Francisco Daily Journal,

August 6, 2020

Co-author, Pandemic Risk Insurance Act can have a positive impact on American sports, Street & Smith’s Sports Business Journal

Newsletter “Unpacks,” July 13, 2020

Author, Return to play for US college sports – legal risks, liability waivers and best practices, Law in Sport, June 25, 2020

Author, Insurers Should Have Been Better Prepared for Virus, Los Angeles Daily Journal, Guest Column, April 16, 2020

Author, The Seemingly Never-Ending Case of Todd McNair v. The NCAA Provides a Rare Glimpse into the Association’s Secretive

Infractions Process, ABA Entertainment & Sports Lawyer, March 2020

Author, Five Tips to Help Minimize or Eliminate Reputational and Economic Disruptions Caused by COVID-19, Where We Stand: The

LEAD1 COVID-19 Report, March 19, 2020

Co-author, Insuring Student-Athletes: What are the Federal Income Tax Implications of Schools Buying Disability Policies? Law in

Sports website, February 11, 2020

Author, “Tua Tagovailoa: A Case Study Involving the Importance Of Purchasing Loss-Of-Value Insurance Coverage,” Sport Litigation

Alert, December 20, 2019

Author, “Calif. Is Chipping Away At NCAA’s Monopoly On Amateurism,” Law360, December 19, 2019

Who Is Looking Out For Student-Athletes When Schools Purchase Disability Insurance For Them: A Case Study, Business Law News

(published by the California Lawyers Association), March 2019

In the News

Quoted, "Insurance Backs Up College Athletes About To Turn Pro," Law360 Insurance Authority, April 25, 2024

Quoted, "Ohtani Theft Scandal Loads Bases For Insurance Claims," Law360 Insurance Authority, April 19, 2024

Featured, Sports Litigation Alert - Volume 21, Issue 8, April 19, 2024

Quoted, "Will players opt out of expanded College Football Playoff? NFL hopes, injury prevention create tough decisions," Reuters

News Today, December 28, 2023

Featured, "MVP: Greenspoon Marder's Richard C. Giller," Law360, October 18, 2023

http://www.gmlaw.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/11/NIL-May-June2323-Giller-and-Goldberg.pdf
https://lead1association.com/lead1-name-image-likeness-nil-institutional-report-issue-9/
https://www.sportico.com/leagues/football/2022/nfl-draft-jameson-williams-cfp-injury-1234673530/
https://www.lawinsport.com/topics/item/op-ed-why-college-athletes-decision-to-opt-out-of-play-offs-games-should-be-respected
https://www.sportsbusinessdaily.com/SB-Blogs/COVID19-OpEds/2020/07/13
https://www.law360.com/insurance-authority/articles/1829330
https://www.law360.com/insurance-authority/articles/1826970
https://files.constantcontact.com/a0df12f9001/4f30cf27-0822-43e3-81e6-c6ba629aaf6d.pdf
https://www.reuterstoday.com/will-players-opt-out-of-expanded-college-football-playoff-nfl-hopes-injury-prevention-create-tough-decisions/
https://www.law360.com/articles/1721527/mvp-greenspoon-marder-s-richard-c-giller


Quoted, "Insult to Injury? Jets Passed on Insuring Rodgers Before Season," Sportico, October 14, 2023

Speaker, "Rise in Injuries Highlights Athletes’ Insurance Needs," AM Best TV, October 4, 2023

Quoted, "Expert Weighs in on NCAA Providing Schools Post-Eligibility Injury Insurance Option for Student-Athletes," Sports Litigation

Alert, September 8, 2023

Quoted, "Calif. College Athlete Revenue Bill Advances Amid Concerns," Law360, June 2, 2023

Featured, "Law360's 2023 IA Specialty Lines Editorial Advisory Board," Law360, May 25, 2023

Featured, "Athlete Disability Insurance Claims and Sports Insurance Issues - Part Two," The Better Half Podcast, March 15, 2023

Featured, "Nine Questions Regarding Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL)," DBTV Interview; February 15, 2023

Featured, "Athlete Disability Insurance Claims and Sports Insurance Issues - Part One," The Better Half Podcast, December 20, 2022

Featured, Sports Law Expert Podcast, Hackney Publications, November 30, 2022

Quoted, "As Crypto, NFT Insurance Heats Up, Education is Key," Law360, October 7, 2022

Featured in Sports Law Expert in an article entitled: Sports Lawyer Richard Giller Recognized with Honor for Creating Successful

Niche Practice, August 3, 2022

Quoted in CBS Sports article entitled "NCAA sets aside $175 million to help insure men's basketball tournament, avoid potential

shortfall." March 11, 2022

Quoted in Law360 article entitled “NFT Thefts Leave Experts Wondering How To Insure The Asset,” January 14, 2022

Quoted in a Sports Litigation Alert article entitled: Richard Giller Brings Expertise in Insurance Recovery on Behalf of Sports Clients to

Greenspoon Marder, January 14, 2022

Quoted in Law360 article entitled “Insurance Legislation And Regulation To Watch In 2022,” January 3, 2022

Quoted extensively in a Law360 Pulse article entitled: Richard Giller on New Greenspoon Insurance Recovery Group, December 21,

2021

Quoted in a REUTERS article entitled: Greenspoon Marder Starts New Insurance Team with Pillsbury Partner, December 6, 2021

Quoted extensively in a Sportico article entitled: NCAA v. Alston Ruling Refuels Athlete Insurance Market. July 7, 2021

Quoted in a Kaiser Health News article entitled: What COVID Means for the Athlete’s Heart. April 6, 2021

Quoted in a CBS Sports article by Dennis Dodd entitled NCAA to pay entire $613 million revenue distribution to members if NCAA

Tournament completed in its entirety. February 24, 2021

Quoted in a Business Insurance Magazine article entitled Esports Exposures Evolve as Events Take Off. February 16, 2021

Quoted in a Sportico article entitled Lost LOV (Part 2): An Insurer Takes Flak Over the College Athlete Coverage Bubble. February

10, 2021

Quoted in a Yahoo! Sports article entitled MLB Sues for Billions as Pandemic Lawsuits Parse the Meaning of “Or.” December 7, 2020

Quoted in a Business Insurance Journal article entitled Insurance coverage curveball for sports events. September 1, 2020

Interviewed by former NFL lineman, Ross Tucker, for the highly rated Ross Tucker Football Podcast, discussing athlete disability

insurance. August 10, 2020

Quoted in a Business Insurance Journal article entitled Student athlete COVID-19 waivers likely won’t block lawsuits. July 21, 2020

Quoted in a Wall Street Journal article entitled Schools Ask Athletes to Accept Health Risks Amid the Pandemic. July 20, 2020

Quoted several times in two Street & Smith’s Sports Business Journal Newsletter articles entitled: Ensuring the Future and Legal

issues could take years to sort in, July 13, 2020

Quoted extensively in a Sportico article entitled Insuring Patrick Mahomes’s Massive Contract. July 9, 2020

Quoted numerous times in three College Athletics and The Law articles entitled: Understand role of insurance coverage, liability

issues related to managing impact of pandemic on athletics, Prepare for potential decline in you sports pipeline, and Review Q&As

regarding various return-to-play scenarios. July 8, 2020

Quoted throughout a Sportico article entitled: Cancellations Set the Stage for Sports vs Insurance Industry Showdown. July 2, 2020,

(Sportico’s inaugural edition)

Quoted extensively in How Student Athlete Insurance Protects Financial Futures, November 13, 2017

Quoted extensively in “Entertainment Law Roundtable, What Media, Sports and Gaming Professionals Need to Know,” The Los

Angeles Business Journal, February 6, 2017

https://www.sportico.com/leagues/football/2023/jets-rodgers-insurance-injury-1234742031/
https://sportslitigationalert.com/expert-weighs-in-on-ncaa-providing-schools-post-eligibility-injury-insurance-option-for-student-athletes/
https://www.law360.com/articles/1684083
https://www.law360.com/articles/1681412/law360-s-2023-ia-specialty-lines-editorial-advisory-board
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bas29_xH92k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YM0hZvwJZSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6ZuGWpsKYU
https://anchor.fm/holt-hackney/
https://www.law360.com/insurance-authority/articles/1538048/as-crypto-nft-insurance-heats-up-education-is-key
https://sportslawexpert.com/2022/08/02/sports-lawyer-richard-giller-recognized-with-honor
https://sportslawexpert.com/2022/08/02/sports-lawyer-richard-giller-recognized-with-honor
https://www.cbssports.com/college-basketball/news/ncaa-sets-aside-175-million-to-help-insure-mens-basketball-tournament-avoid-potential-shortfall/
https://www.cbssports.com/college-basketball/news/ncaa-sets-aside-175-million-to-help-insure-mens-basketball-tournament-avoid-potential-shortfall/
https://www.law360.com/articles/1454182/nft-thefts-leave-experts-wondering-how-to-insure-the-asset
https://sportslitigationalert.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/SLA-2022-01-14.pdf
https://sportslitigationalert.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/SLA-2022-01-14.pdf
https://www.law360.com/insurance-authority/articles/1438332
https://www.law360.com/pulse/articles/1449986/richard-giller-on-new-greenspoon-insurance-recovery-group
https://www.reuters.com/legal/legalindustry/greenspoon-marder-starts-new-insurance-team-with-pillsbury-partner-2021-12-06/
https://www.sportico.com/leagues/college-sports/2021/alston-ruling-excites-insurance-1234633594/
https://khn.org/news/article/what-covid-means-for-athlete-heart-how-post-covid-19-risks-change-sports/
https://www.cbssports.com/college-basketball/news/ncaa-to-pay-entire-613-million-revenue-distribution-to-members-if-ncaa-tournament-completed-in-entirety/
https://www.cbssports.com/college-basketball/news/ncaa-to-pay-entire-613-million-revenue-distribution-to-members-if-ncaa-tournament-completed-in-entirety/
http://info.businessinsurance.com/rs/432-FXE-547/images/BI_Spclty21.pdf
https://www.sportico.com/leagues/college-sports/2021/lov-insurer-takes-flak-over-college-athlete-bubble-1234621993/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb-sues-billions-pandemic-lawsuits-163545611.html
https://www.podcastone.com/episode/Richard-Giller---Insurance-for-Football-Players
https://www.businessinsurance.com/article/20200721/NEWS06/912335697/Student-athlete-COVID-19-waivers-likely-won%E2%80%99t-block-lawsuits
https://www.wsj.com/articles/schools-ask-athletes-to-accept-health-risks-amid-the-pandemic-11595167457
https://www.sportico.com/2020/law/news/patrick-mahomes-contract-injury-insurance-1234608923/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/catl.30750
https://www.sportico.com/2020/law/analysis/cancellations-set-the-stage-for-sports-vs-insurance-industry-showdown-1234608451/
https://www.opploans.com/blog/student-athlete-insurance-protects-financial-futures/


Quoted extensively in Mike Tanier’s Combine Notebook: Brandon Doughty Climbs the Board, Insurance and Reassurance, February

27, 2016

"The Need For Student Athletes to Insure Their Current And Future Earnings" Published in the Lead1 Association's NIL Institutional

Report

News

56 Greenspoon Marder Attorneys Listed in The Best Lawyers in America® 2025 Edition

Greenspoon Marder Partner Richard Giller to Be Presented with 2023 Distinguished Service Award by the Holy Cross Lawyers

Association

49 Greenspoon Marder Attorneys Listed in The Best Lawyers in America® 2024 Edition

Greenspoon Marder Insurance Recovery & Counseling Partner Richard Giller Selected Among Law360’s 2023 Insurance Authority

Specialty Lines Editorial Board

Greenspoon Marder Counsels Vanderbilt Name, Image, and Likeness Collective

Insurance Recovery Post-Hurricane Tips

Greenspoon Marder Partner Richard Giller Named to The American Lawyer’s 2022 West Trailblazers List

Greenspoon Marder Launches Insurance Recovery and Counseling Practice Group Led By New Partner Richard Giller in Los

Angeles

Videos

Unraveling the Shohei Ohtani Interpreter Scandal and its Intersection with Sports Law, Insurance and Immigration
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